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VI.    THE SUNG HEXAGRAM.

Sung intimates how, though there is sincerity in
one's contention, he will yet meet with opposition
and obstruction; but if he cherish an apprehensive
caution, there will be good fortune, while, if he must
prosecute the contention to the (bitter) end, there
will be evil. It will be advantageous to see the
great man; it will not be advantageous to cross the
great stream.

1.   The first line, divided, shows its subject not
perpetuating the matter about which (the contention
is).   He will suffer the small (injury) of being spoken
against, but the end will be fortunate.

2.   The second line, undivided, shows its subject
unequal to the contention.    If he retire and keep
concealed (where)  the inhabitants  of his  city are
(only)  three hundred families, he will fall into no
mistake.

3.   The   third   line,  divided,  shows   its   subject
keeping in the old place assigned for his support,
and firmly correct    Perilous as the position is, there
will be good fortune in the end.    Should he per-

strong line 3 below, which comes with its two companions to his
help. If they are respectfully received, that help will prove effectual.
P. Regis tries to find out a reference in these 'three guests' to
three princes who distinguished themselves by taking part with JTau
in its struggle with Yin or Shang; see vol. i, pp. 279-282. I dare
not be so confident of any historical reference.